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I was pleased to learn earlier this year of the work of the Open Annotation 
Community Group Phase III. I read an earlier draft of the data model in 2012 and 
thought it was promising. However, the lack of the text position selector made it less 
applicable to my team’s work.  The previous draft could only locate fragment 
identifiers such as anchor tags. This isn’t sufficient for our use case of marking 
differences between witnesses of the same text. We need to be able to mark 
arbitrary ranges of text and then link them. Section “3.2.2.1. Text Position Selector” 
will allow us to do just that. 
 
My team and I are working on a number of projects that could benefit from Open 
Annotation. First and foremost is the textual collation software Juxta. I wrote the 
original desktop version of Juxta at the University of Virginia back in 2004. Since 
then, we’ve iteratively developed a web-based software as service offering called 
Juxta Commons and an open source REST server called JuxtaWS.  
 
So far, JuxtaWS has been deployed at the Melville Electronic Library and the 
Carolingian Canon Law Project.  JuxtaWS can generate side-by-side scrolling 
comparisons of texts encoded in UTF-8 and marked up in TEI, HTML, “plain text”, or 
any well formed XML.  The differences between the texts are stored in a database 
and can be queried via a documented REST API. It would be great to be able to 
export differences as RDF using Open Annotation. It would also be great to be able 
to ingest annotations from other sources to further decorate texts displayed using 
Juxta WS.  
 
I like the solution of stripping the tags and fully normalizing the text as opposed to 
attempting to describe a location within an already marked text as XPointer did. For 
one thing, it will be easier for us to implement. When the user is marking ranges in 
the text, we already have the offset/range space of the unmarked version of the text, 
so we can simply record it. Generating an XPointer to the source XML from a 
selected range in the on screen version of the document is tricky. We did this in 
desktop Juxta and it required a big lookup table and a lot of memory.  
 
The addition of a “State Specifier” is also welcome. We tend to naively think of text 
as a stationary surface when in fact it is constantly in flux. By tracking the state in 
which the text was originally annotated, we can collate the original state against the 
current state and migrate automatically any non-conflicted markup.  
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